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From the President: 
 As 2011 comes to a close, it is a good time to review the past year.  Many in our country had 

hoped that 2011 would bring some relief to those who continue to struggle with unemployment, 

foreclosures and a reduced standard of living. CFSF continues to experience lower donations as our 

supporters have had to reduce or even suspend their donations in light of the continued weakness in 

our economy.  We thank everyone who has continued to contribute and hope those that have not 

been able to will be able to help us again in the future. Our Chicago wine tasting event in January 

2011 was an important part of our income this year and allowed CFSF to award over $100,000 in 

scholarships this past spring. Our New York event in November will be used for scholarships in the 

spring of 2012. An important milestone was reached in the spring when CFSF surpassed one 

million dollars in scholarships awarded since our first scholarships were announced in the spring of 

2000. 

 As a parent of an adult with cystic fibrosis who will be celebrating his 30
th
 birthday in 2012, 

I am more committed than ever to helping these young people.  Thirty years ago when our son was 

three months old on the fateful night that our doctor gave us the diagnosis, he explained that life 

expectancy at the time was the late teens, but he encouraged us to be hopeful as medical advances 

were being made everyday.  Our mission was to keep him as healthy as possible so that he could 

benefit from the medical advances. Today a parent hearing the same words we did thirty years ago 

will be told that life expectancy is 38 years of age and medical advances continue everyday so be 

hopeful.  The medical community has provided these young people the means to live a longer life 

and CFSF’s mission is to help them fulfill their dreams if it includes a college education.  Many of 

the new drugs which are being developed are very expensive and will continue to drain a family’s 

financial resources even if the family has medical insurance. 

 Although we at the Foundation are appreciative of the generous support of our donors, it is 

the students who best can express the personal impact the donors have on their lives.  Please take a 

minute to read some of their letters on pages 3 and 4. Our support of these young people will not 

only help them individually but in the long run will help all of us as they make their impact on 

society in their chosen profession.    

 We wish everyone a happy and healthy holiday season and thank all of our donors for their 

help in impacting the lives of our young adults with cystic fibrosis.  

 

Mary Kay Bottorff   

Cystic Fibrosis Scholarship Foundation 

1555 Sherman Ave., #116, Evanston, IL  60201 

Phone: 847-328-0127   Fax:  847-328-0127 

Email:  mkbcfsf@aol.com   Website:  cfscholarship.org 

mailto:mkbcfsf@aol.com


8th Annual Tim and Ritch Dangel Memorial 

Golf Scramble                                                            

On Saturday, September 24, 2011, 88 golfers 

hit the links at the Neumann Golf Course in 

Cincinnati, Ohio.  The tournament is held in memory 

of Tim and Ritch Dangel, brothers who both fought 

their battle with cystic fibrosis for over 30 years.  

Golfers then headed to Cheviot Sports Tavern to enjoy 

dinner and a raffle. The grand raffle prize of a week in 

Puerto Vallarta was won by Kathy Crowley.  

Congratulations! A great time was had by all and 

$6000 was raised in memory of Tim and Ritch. The 

proceeds will fund a multi year CFSF scholarship to 

be awarded in the spring of 2012.  Thanks to Rick 

Niklas and all the wonderful family of Tim and Ritch for their hard work and support as well as all the 

sponsors and companies that supported this fun event. 

 

 

The Art of Fine Wine, A South African Wine Experience in Chicago 
The fourth Chicago wine tasting to benefit CFSF, The Art of Fine Wine, A South African Wine 

Experience, is planned for Sunday afternoon January 29, 2012 from 2 PM to 5 PM at the River East Art 

Center in downtown Chicago.  The event will feature South African food and wine and will showcase the 

work of various artists. The event will include a silent auction including a beautiful piece of jewelry 

valued at $1,000 as well as a raffle for a vacation to Puerto Vallarta. Tickets to the event are $100.  We 

are seeking additional corporate sponsors for the event. Sponsorship levels are $2,500, $5,000 or $10,000 

and include tickets to the event as well as an ad in the program book.  In addition, ad pages in the program 

book are available for $500 per page which includes two tickets to the event. If you know of any 

companies that would be interested in supporting CFSF, please contact the Foundation. 

If you are interested in learning more about this event, please contact the Foundation at 847-328-

0127 or email mkbcfsf@aol.com. Tickets can be purchased online at www.acteva.com/go/cfscholarship.  

 

 

 

New York Wine Tasting Held on November 17, 2011 
 The Art of Fine Wine, A South American Wine 

Experience was held on Thursday, November 17, 2011 at The 

Art Directors Club in Chelsea.  The evening included South 

American wines and food as well as a raffle and silent auction.  

The event was attended by over 100 guests and raised $25,000 

for multi year scholarships to be awarded in the spring of 2012.  

Thanks to our wonderful sponsors including:  HSBC –North 

America, Ernst & Young, PriceWaterhouseCoopers and 

Roosevelt Management Company.  

 

 

Honor Someone You Love – Remember Someone You Miss  
Searching for a special gift to commemorate a birthday, anniversary, the holidays or wedding? Looking 

for a meaningful way to remember a loved one? This may be the right time for you or someone you know 

to help our young adults with CF pursue their dreams.  It is easy to do.  Fill out the enclosed envelope and 

send it to CFSF.  We will promptly send the recipient notification and send you an acknowledgement. 

mailto:mkbcfsf@aol.com
http://www.acteva.com/go/cfscholarship


Thank you from 2011-2012 Scholarship Recipients 
 

Dear Friends of CFSF: 

 I am about to begin my junior year of college and I still vividly remember the day I 

received the letter in the mail telling me I had won the CFSF Scholarship. I will never forget how 

overcome with joy I was, and how much of a relief it was on my family and me from a financial 

standpoint.  Thanks to your generous donation I am able to focus on school without having to 

juggle a job on the side.  My second semester last year went well as a result, and I love my 

business classes more and more every semester.  The professors at the University of Georgia are 

great, and a lot of them are interested in CF when I tell them about it.  It’s always nice to spread 

awareness about it even if it is one person at a time.  Normally around this time of year I am 

packing my entire life into boxes, this year however, I am living in the same apartment with the 

same roommates so we were able to relax before classes start; a welcome change in my mind.  I 

hope all is well with you.  You truly are a special person to me, and I have never even met you.  

It’s amazing how much of an impact you have made in a total stranger’s life.  You have inspired 

me to give back to those who have given so much to me.  Although I am not in a position to 

contribute financially, I have always tried to help others in any way I can.  Again, thank you so 

very much for your donation to my scholarship! 

 

With best wishes 

Alexander 

  

Dear Friends of CFSF: 

 Hello. My name is Emily, and I’m a nineteen-year-old getting to start her second year of 

college.  I also happen to have cystic fibrosis, and received a scholarship from the Cystic Fibrosis 

Scholarship Foundation to help defray the costs.  It is stressful enough having CF and dealing 

with doctor visits, tests, daily exercise and treatments (on top of normal school obligations!), so I 

am tremendously grateful to the Foundation, and to people like you, who donate to it. 

 I’m attending Washington College, and am so in love with everything about this place 

that I couldn’t imagine going anywhere else.  Unfortunately, they’ve raised tuition rates this 

year, which means that this scholarship is more appreciated than ever. 

 Hopefully I can put the education I’m getting to good use.  I intend to major in English 

and minor in political science, and prepare myself for a job at a newspaper(fingers crossed).  

Through writing, I hope that I can inform people about their world, particularly parts of it that 

they don’t focus on, and ideally, inspire them to greater compassion.  To me, writing is just that: 

compassion, empathy. 

 I try to apply this philosophy to my work as a writer for the campus newspaper, The Elm.  

My two favorite articles that I wrote last year were about the Special Olympics athletes that work 

in the dining hall and a poverty simulation that was held to give students a small taste of what it 

is like to live below the poverty line.  In both cases I feel like I opened students’ eyes, which is 

really rewarding.  Next semester, I hope to write more articles like those two as I step up into 

position of copy editor and get more freedom to pick my own stories. 

 Washington College invites several writers to come speak on campus each semester, and 

I attend these events to gain insight about writing, and just be exposed to high-quality work.  I’ve 

discovered several talented authors this way, like Colum McCann.  I also got to have dinner with 

two journalists from The Washington Post to learn more about their experiences in the business.  

All this in just my freshman year – I am undeniably lucky. 

 So you see, college really is the best time of my life so far.  I’d just like to say again how 

much I appreciate your donation that helps to make it possible.  I hope you have a fantastic year.   

 

Sincerely, 

Emily 

 



  

Dear Friends of CFSF: 

 My name is Christian and I live in Pembroke Pines, Florida with my parents and younger 

brother, Geoffrey, who also has cystic fibrosis.  I want to take this opportunity to thank you for your 

kind support of the Cystic Fibrosis Scholarship Foundation and to my education.  Thanks to your 

generous support, I am able to afford my college education despite the incredible medical bills 

brought on by my cystic fibrosis.  This scholarship will truly make my goal of attending college so 

much easier.  Of course my parents plan on doing what they can to help as well.  However, even 

with good insurance, out of pocket health care costs for me and my brother total an average of $500 

or more per month.  This certainly limits my parents’ ability to help, and for that reason this 

scholarship means so much to me, as well as to my parents.  I do plan on working (at least part 

time) to help with the expense, but this takes so much pressure off of our whole family. 

 Growing up with cystic fibrosis has not only offered financial challenges, but it has made 

me realize the necessity of a college education, without which, I would be unable to afford the 

medical treatments that keep me in good health. 

 This fall, I will be starting my freshman year at the University of Central Florida majoring in 

Psychology.  My plans at this stage are to complete a major in Psychology, and continue on to 

achieve my intended career as a Clinical Psychologist.  The University of Central Florida has an 

excellent curriculum and all the programs I need to achieve this goal, and I am glad to be able to 

afford to study there. 

 Taking an AP Psychology course in High School introduced me to the study of human 

behaviors, and I want to help people overcome their issues.  Hopefully, I can complete my career 

goals in a timely manner and begin serving the community. 

 Again, thank you for your generous support. 

 

Christian 

 

Dear Friends of CFSF: 

 I hope this letter finds you well in the middle of this wonderful summer.  I have been so 

blessed to be serving at Gordon College this summer, as a lifeguard, swim instructor, and TA for a 

general and organic chemistry.  I’m living on campus and also working on research in the chemistry 

department.  So far, my summer has been really busy, but pretty productive too (on the research 

side at least!).  I’m thoroughly enjoying the New England summer weather and enjoy going to the 

beach whenever I can. 

 This past year has been exciting for me.  I finished my junior year with all the energy I could 

muster and have, through the course of the year and these first few summer months, discovered 

quite a lot about my future.  I have always studied with the intention that I will go into 

pharmaceutical industrial research, hoping that the work I do would make someone else’s life better 

than my own.  Recently, I have decided to pursue a slightly different avenue.  I want to become a 

professor of biochemistry at a small Christian college (like Gordon, but not necessarily Gordon) and 

conduct research with my students on a topic of my choice.  This avenue allows me to not only do 

what I love, but to teach what I love, and to serve Christ in an even greater capacity than I had first 

imagined.  This still means the same amount of schooling after college – a PhD program at an 

accredited university in biochemistry.  I’ve begun looking into schools and programs as well as 

have a date scheduled to take the GRE.  I can’t wait to see where this new avenue will take me! 

 I have been very blessed to find a wonderful hospital here in Boston- two in fact!  I now 

have care at both Brigham Women’s and Tufts University Medical Center.  I have been given very 

good care at both of these facilities and look forward to continuing to foster good relationships there 

in the future. 

 Thanks you so much for your monetary gift to me education, and thank you for taking the 

time to read my updates over the past three years.  I pray that God will continually bless you and 

keep you in his loving grace. 

Kristen 


